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PROSPECTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ECOLOGICAL AND
NATURALISTIC WORK IN MODERN OUT-OF-SCHOOL
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS OF UKRAINE

Abstract. The article provides a comprehensive analysis of the prospects
for the development of ecological and naturalistic work in modern out-of-school
education institutions under the conditions of martial law and the post-war
recovery of Ukraine. The significance of the ecological-naturalistic direction is
substantiated as an important component in the formation of environmental
culture, civic responsibility, and professional self-determination of student youth.

Key directions for the modernization of the sector at the national, regional,
and institutional levels are identified, namely the need to improve regulatory and
legal support, to develop state and regional programs for supporting out-of-school
education, and to introduce an educational standard for ecological and naturalistic
out-of-school education.

Special attention is paid to updating the program and methodological
framework, enhancing the professional competence of teaching staff, expanding
teachers’ autonomy in matters of professional development, and increasing the
social status of employees of out-of-school education institutions.

The issues of integrating out-of-school and general secondary education,
developing an inclusive and safe educational environment, and ensuring equal
access to quality out-of-school education for children, including those with special
educational needs and those from temporarily occupied territories, are considered.

The expediency of introducing innovative forms and methods of work,
developing project-based activities, international cooperation, and strengthening
the material and technical base of institutions is emphasized. It is argued that
systematic state support and effective governance are key factors for the
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sustainable development of ecological and naturalistic activities in the modern
educational space of Ukraine.

Keywords: ecological-naturalistic work, out-of-school education
Institutions, education modernization, educational standard, post-war recovery.
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INEPCIIEKTUBH PO3BUTKY EKOJIOI'O-
HATYPAJICTUYHOI POBOTH B CYYACHHUX
3AKJAJIAX MO3AHIKIJIBHOI OCBITHU YKPATHU

AHoTanis Y cTaTTi 3A11ICHEHO KOMIUIEKCHUN aHalli3 IEPCIEKTUB PO3BUTKY
€KOJIOTO-HaTypaJTiCTUYHOT pOOOTH B Cy4acCHUX 3aKjajax MO3allKiIbHOT OCBITH B
YMOBaxX BOEHHOI'O CTaHy Ta MICISBOEHHOTO BIJHOBJIECHHS YKpaiHu. OOrpyH-
TOBAHO 3HAYCHHS €KOJIOTO-HATYPATICTUIHOTO HAIPSAMY SIK BAXKJIMBOI CKIIAIOBOI
(GbopMyBaHHS €KOJIOTIYHOI KYJIbTYpH, TPOMAISHCHKOI BiJIMOBITATBHOCTI Ta
npodecifHOro CcaMOBH3HAYECHHS YYHIBCHKOI MoJiofi. BusHadeHO KIIFOYOBI
HarpsiMA MOJIEpHI3aIlli Tally3l Ha 3arajbHOJCPKABHOMY, PEriOHAIILHOMY Ta
IHCTUTYIITHOMY DIBHSX, 30KpeMa HEOOXIIHICTh YJOCKOHAJIICHHS HOPMAaTHBHO-
MPaBOBOTO 3a0€3MEUYCHHS, PO3POOJICHHS JIepKaBHUX 1 PEriOHAIBLHUX TMPOrpam
MIATPUMKA TO3AIIKUTBHOI OCBITH, 3alpOBaJKEHHS OCBITHHOTO CTaHAAPTY
€KOJIOT0-HATYPaIICTUYHOT MO3aIIKITEHOT OCBITH.

Oco0nuBy yBary NpHIUJIEHO OHOBJICHHIO MPOTPaMHO-METOIUYHOI 0a3w,
M1JIBUIICHHIO MPO(deCiitHOT KOMIIETEHTHOCTI MeAaroriyHux KaJpiB, pO3LMIUPEHHIO
aBTOHOMIi TEJAaroriB y MUTAHHSAX MiJABUIICHHS KBamidikaili, a TaKkoX IiJIBHU-
IIEHHIO COIIAJIBHOTO CTaTyCy IMpalliBHUKIB 3aKjIajiB TMO3alIKIILHOT OCBITH.
Po3rnissHyTO mUTaHHS 1HTErpallli Mo3anKUIbHOI Ta 3arajibHOl CepeaHbO1 OCBITH,
PO3BUTKY IHKJTFO3MBHOTO Ta 0€3TMIEYHOI0 OCBITHBOTO CEPEIOBHINA, 3a0€3CUCHHS
PIBHOTO JOCTYITy AITE€H, y TOMY YHCI1 3 OCOOJIMBUMH OCBITHIMU MOTpebamMu Ta 3
THMYaCOBO OKYIIOBAaHUX TEPUTOPIH, 10 AKICHOI MO3AMIKIIBHOI OCBITH.

Haromomieno Ha JOMUIBHOCTI BOPOBAHKEHHS 1HHOBALIMHUX (opMm 1
METO/AIB pOOOTH, PO3BUTKY MPOEKTHOI AISUTBHOCTI, MI)KHAPOHOI CHIBIIpaIll Ta
3MIIIHEHHSI MaTepialbHO-TEXHIYHOI 0a3u 3akiaiiB. JloBeiaeHO, IO CHCTEMHa
Jiep>KaBHA MIITPUMKA Ta €PEKTUBHE YIIPABIIHHS € BU3HAYAIBHUMHU YAHHUKAMU
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CTaJIOTO PO3BUTKY €KOJIOTO-HATYPATiCTUYHOI pOOOTH B Cy4aCHOMY OCBITHBOMY
npoctopi Ykpainu. OcoOnuBoro 3HayeHHss HaOyBae 1HTerpaiis IUudpoBUX
TEXHOJOT1M Ta MDKIUCIUIUTIHAPHOTO MAXOAY, 10 CIpPUSIE MiABUIICHHIO SKOCTI
OCBITHBOTO TPOIIECY Ta (POPMYBaHHIO €KOJOTIYHOT KOMIIETEHTHOCTI 37100yBaviB
ocBiTH. BogHOYac BaKJIMBO 3a0€3MEUUTH MIATOTOBKY MEAArOTiYHUX KaApiB 10
BIIPOBA/KEHHSI CyYaCHUX OCBITHIX MPAKTUK 1 PO3IMHMPEHHS MapTHEPCHKOI
B3a€MO/IIi 3 HAYKOBUMHU yCTaHOBAMH Ta IPOMAJICHKUMH OpraHi3aiisiMHy.

KuarouoBi ciioBa: ekonoro-HaTypajdicTU4Ha poOOTa, 3aKjiaad IOo3alll-
KUIbHOT OCBITH, MOJCpHI3allisi OCBITH, OCBITHIA CTaHAApT, MICISIBOEHHE
B1THOBJICHHS.

Problem Statement. Under the conditions of martial law and profound
socio-economic transformations, the issue of preserving and developing out-of-
school education, particularly its ecological-naturalistic direction, becomes
especially relevant. The destruction of educational infrastructure, unequal access
of children to educational services, insufficient funding, as well as staffing and
organizational challenges, require systemic managerial decisions at both the
national and regional levels.

At the same time, ecological-naturalistic work (hereinafter — ENW) play a
significant role in shaping environmental culture, civic responsibility, and
professional self-determination of student youth. In the context of the country’s
post-war recovery, particular importance is attached to the greening of the
educational process, the development of an inclusive environment, and the
integration of out-of-school education with general secondary and vocational
education. This necessitates a scientific substantiation of the prospects for the
development of ENW under modern conditions.

Analysis of Recent Research and Publications. The vectors of out-of-
school education development have been studied by such domestic scholars as
O. Prosina, O. Kasianova, O. Shven, R. Naumenko, M. Kabanets, G. VVoronina,
and others.

Purpose of the Article. The purpose of this article is to determine the
prospects for the development of ENW in modern out-of-school education
institutions (hereinafter — OEI) and to substantiate the main directions of its
modernization at the national, regional, and institutional levels.

Main Body. Given the importance of ecological and biological out-of-
school education, there is a need to improve the content of the educational process
in OEI and to create appropriate pedagogical as well as socio-economic conditions
for its organization. Based on this and considering the research findings, we
propose our own vision of the ways to develop ENW within the process of
modernization of out-of-school education. Addressing current issues in the
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development of out-of-school education requires consolidation of efforts by the
state and pedagogical community at the national, regional, and institutional levels.

National level. Under the conditions of martial law, it is extremely
Important to prevent any reduction in state support for out-of-school education
and out-of-school education institutions (OEIS). In this regard, it is necessary to
adopt a separate State Program for the functioning of out-of-school education
during the period of martial law and after its termination, as well as corresponding
regional development programs for OEls for the next 5-8 years. It is also essential
to establish continuous monitoring of the OEI network and to introduce a
moratorium on their liquidation, reorganization, optimization, and consolidation
during martial law and for several years after its termination [1]. It is advisable to
create an Interagency Coordination Council aimed at coordinating joint actions in
the field of out-of-school education, involving representatives of different
branches of government, local self-government bodies, OSEls and higher
education institutions, research institutions, and public organizations [2].

Out-of-school ecological-naturalistic institutions should be integrated into
the system of teacher education for training a new generation of pedagogical staff
for OEls and general secondary education institutions. This includes piloting and
implementing training programs for future OEI teachers in higher education
Institutions, organizing teaching practice, and involving OEI staff in practical and
seminar classes on out-of-school pedagogy. The retraining of OEI teaching staff
should be carried out with consideration of innovative national and international
experience [3]. Modern innovative processes related to the reform of out-of-
school education require a qualitative renewal of the content of professional
development and retraining of OEI personnel. It is important that OEI teachers
obtain real autonomy in choosing providers of professional development.

The main condition for ensuring that pupils and student youth receive high-
quality out-of-school education that meets modern educational standards is the
updating of program and methodological support [4]. A study of the state of
program support in OEIs conducted by researchers of the Institute of Education
Problems of the National Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine revealed
varying levels of teachers’ readiness to develop curricula, as well as insufficient
mastery of methods for analyzing, structuring, presenting educational
information, and assessing learning outcomes. This is primarily because their
previous professional practice did not require such competences. To at least
partially address this issue, it is necessary to introduce licensing of professional
development courses for OEI teaching staff, as implemented by the National
Ecological and Naturalistic Center of Student Youth in cooperation with the
Institute of Education Problems of the National Academy of Educational Sciences
of Ukraine [5].

(o -
=3
o
cT

—
[ —)
—
oS
8> —=-
ct 2
i
— -]
¢
—
=




=
=_
o
cT

—
mgﬂ
= cn
2 ™
A =
ct €2
S8
— -]

[-C)

=

=

haURH T

DCBIT

155N 2786-6165 (ONLINE) No4(4¢) 1016

Out-of-school and general secondary education, as elements of lifelong
education, are social systems and are interconnected. This is primarily manifested
through the implementation of the competence-based approach in out-of-school
education and the formation of transversal (key) competences. In this regard,
scholars raise the issue of developing an educational standard for ecological-
naturalistic out-of-school education.

The educational standard of ENW for out-of-school and general secondary
education institutions of Ukraine is considered as a «social contract that
harmonizes the requirements for education set by the family, society, and the state,
and represents a set of three systems of requirements: to the structure of core
educational programs, to the learning outcomes, and to the conditions of their
implementation, which ensure the necessary personal and professional
development of students» [6]. The goal of the educational process should not
merely be the acquisition of knowledge, skills, and abilities, but the
comprehensive development of the child’s personality with high moral values.
The introduction of such an educational standard will promote the integration of
general secondary and out-of-school education through the organization of
extracurricular and out-of-class activities, as well as enhance its role within the
education system.

An advanced form of organizing out-of-school education for student youth,
deepening knowledge in biological disciplines, and providing initial professional
training would be the establishment of out-of-school ecological-naturalistic
educational districts. These would integrate OEIls with general secondary,
vocational, and higher education institutions of the I-Il levels of accreditation.
There is an urgent need to establish a specialized national scientific and
methodological journal on out-of-school education to highlight key issues of the
sector’s modernization.

Importance is attached to improving the prestige of the profession of OEI
staff, ensuring their material and moral support, and enhancing their social status.
In this regard, there is a need to introduce amendments to legislative and
regulatory documents at the state level, namely:

— at the legislative level, to restore fairness in the remuneration of
pedagogical staff of OEls by increasing their tariff grades within the «Unified
Tariff Scale of Grades and Coefficients for Remuneration of Employees of
Institutions, Establishments, and Organizations of Certain Sectors of the
Budgetary Sphere» [7, p. 3];

— to enhance the social status of OEI pedagogical staff, particularly in terms
of annual leave, bringing it in line with that of teachers in general secondary
education institutions. According to the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine “On Approval of the Procedure for Granting Annual Basic Leave of up
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to 56 Calendar Days to Heads of Education Institutions and Establishments,
Educational (Pedagogical) Units (Departments) of Other Institutions and
Establishments, Pedagogical, Scientific-Pedagogical, and Scientific Staff,” the
duration of the basic annual leave for OEI employees is defined as 42 calendar
days. Extending the duration of leave for OEI employees to 56 calendar days (as
for teachers of preschool and general secondary education institutions) would
contribute to increasing the prestige of work in the out-of-school education
sector [7, p. 3];

—to supplement the National Classifier of Ukraine, in terms of the
classification of types of economic activity (KVED:2010, Section 85
«Education»), with the category «Out-of-School Education» [1, p. 3]. Although
the classifier does not establish legal norms, its inclusion of out-of-school
education as a type of economic activity would contribute to enhancing the
prestige of the profession of out-of-school education employees within society.

It is also advisable to introduce amendments to the Regulation on the
Certification of Pedagogical Staff regarding the assignment of pedagogical titles.
By Order of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, the «Regulation
on the Certification of Pedagogical Staff» has been approved. Clause 7 of Section
Il of this Regulation stipulates that the certification commission of Level | makes
decisions on awarding pedagogical titles or refusing such awards [8]. On the one
hand, this provides institutions with a certain degree of autonomy and simplifies
the procedure for awarding (confirming) pedagogical titles; on the other hand, it
carries risks of corporatism, particularly in terms of weakening requirements for
applicants.

In our view, it is necessary to restore the powers of the Level II commission
in the procedure for awarding pedagogical titles.

The progressive development of OEIls is impossible without a new
generation of managerial staff capable of implementing pedagogical innovations
and well-versed in the theory of social management, psychological management,
and educational management. According to paragraph 2 of Article 23 of the Law
of Ukraine «On Out-of-School Education», «the head of an out-of-school
education institution is appointed to and dismissed from the position by the
founder(s) or an authorized body». At the same time, paragraph 1 of Article 39 of
the Law of Ukraine «On Complete General Secondary Education» states that «the
head of a state or municipal general secondary education institution is appointed
to the position based on the results of a competition conducted in accordance with
the requirements of this Law and the regulations on the competition approved by
the founder or an authorized body (official)» [9]. In our opinion, introducing
amendments to the Law of Ukraine «On Out-of-School Education» regarding the
appointment of OEI heads through a competitive selection process (with the
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participation of the institution’s staff and the public) would ensure transparency
and fairness of the process and reduce the risk of corrupt appointments.

The modernization of out-of-school education and its ecological-
naturalistic segment is possible only under the condition of a coordinated and
effective system of management and financing of OEls at the local, regional, and
national levels. The residual principle of financial support for OEls at the regional
level, caused by the peculiarities of funding from state and local budgets, can, in
our view, be avoided by introducing amendments to the Budget Code of Ukraine.
Without such changes, the funding of out-of-school education institutions will
depend on the budget capacity of individual territorial communities and possibly
on the subjective attitudes of local authorities toward the development of out-of-
school education.

At the regional level, it is necessary to implement a complex of scientific
and organizational measures aimed at ensuring systematic monitoring of the state
and development trends of ecological and naturalistic out-of-school education in
the region. It is essential to ensure the creation of a safe educational environment
in OEls under martial law by equipping shelters within institutions or addressing
the use of civil protection facilities. In institutions located in areas adjacent to
combat zones, the educational process should be conducted exclusively in a
distance format. In other areas of the region, face-to-face or blended learning may
be implemented, if shelters meeting the requirements of the State Emergency
Service are available [10].

It is important to create conditions for students, learners, and pupils to
receive high-quality out-of-school education. Prior to the full-scale invasion of
the rf, the key issue was ensuring every child’s right to out-of-school education
within  newly established territorial communities formed because of
administrative-territorial reform. Currently, however, the pressing issue is
ensuring equal access to quality out-of-school education for children from
temporarily occupied territories, as well as those displaced to other regions of
Ukraine or abroad. As of early 2023, 20 OEls in Ukraine have been destroyed and
114 damaged, significantly limiting children’s access to out-of-school education
and upbringing [1, p. 5].

It is important to expand opportunities for ENW not only through OElIs of
various types, subordination, and ownership forms, but also through the
organization of clubs, circles, and other associations of children and student youth
within general secondary, vocational, and professional pre-higher education
institutions, as well as in other institutions, foundations, and public organizations.
The experience initiated in the Sumy region in organizing mobile OEIs deserves
wider dissemination, as it ensures access to quality out-of-school education for
children and youth in rural and remote areas.
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Considering that ENW serves as a key center for agricultural research
activities, there is an urgent need to equip OEIls with modern tools for practical
and laboratory work, including digital laboratory devices. All OEls implementing
ENW should have their own research and experimental land plots or access to
such facilities in other institutions. To facilitate the integration of modern
information and communication technologies into the educational process of
OEls, it is necessary to provide them with computer equipment and stable Internet
access.

Ecological-naturalistic OEIls should be integrated into the system of
professional development for out-of-school education staff, teachers of biological
and natural sciences in general secondary education institutions, and other
pedagogical staff involved in the organization of ENW. In addition to traditional
professional development courses, new forms of methodological work should be
introduced, including thematic pedagogical platforms and studios, creative
scientific and methodological laboratories, workshops, and methodological
associations at all levels.

Institutional level. The range of out-of-school education programs should
be expanded through the development and implementation of author-designed
curricula by teachers-practitioners, applying an interdisciplinary approach to their
design and delivery.

In the current historical context, the greening of the educational process in
OEls is of relevance. The challenges of preserving landscape and biological
diversity in the context of post-war recovery place before leaders of student
associations the task of fostering in learners a value-based attitude toward nature,
both from the perspective of its utilitarian use and its spiritual significance. During
classes and mass educational activities, learners should develop an understanding
of the economic, educational, scientific, recreational, aesthetic, and cultural value
of biological and landscape diversity. In this regard, an important condition for
improving ENW is the integration of domestic experience with achievements
from international practice. In this context, participation of OEI teams in projects
and programs of the European Association of Non-Formal Education Institutions
Is advisable, as it promotes non-formal learning and fosters leadership qualities
and active citizenship among learners [11, p. 1]. Considering that the educational
space of OElIs constitutes a value-based foundation of open lifelong education for
children and youth, as well as an environment for the development and formation
of a creative personality [12, pp. 141-142], an equally important aspect for the
development of ENW in OEls is the creation of an inclusive and innovative
environment within ecological and naturalistic institutions.

OEls must ensure equal access to education for children with special
educational needs. The organization of inclusive education in OEls is regulated
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by the Law of Ukraine «On Out-of-School Education», which defines the
concepts of «a person with special educational needs», «inclusive education», and
«inclusive educational environment». Article 18 of the Law states that the
education of persons with special educational needs in OEls is carried out through
the creation of inclusive or special groups. Article 22 establishes additional
remuneration for OEI pedagogical staff working with inclusive groups.

In accordance with the National Strategy for Creating a Barrier-Free
Environment in Ukraine until 2030, all ecological-naturalistic OEls should ensure
barrier-free access to buildings, structures, and premises in compliance with
construction norms, state standards, and regulations. The legal regulation of the
organization of the educational process in out-of-school education for children
with special educational needs is defined by the «Procedure for Organizing
Inclusive Education in the System of Out-of-School Education» [13]. Despite the
existing regulatory framework, the issue of organizing work with children with
special educational needs in OEls remains unresolved. This primarily concerns
the development of specialized curricula, the implementation of universal design
in the educational process, and the provision of appropriate material, technical,
and methodological support, including access to information and communication
technologies, teaching and learning equipment, and materials.

The development of ENW in OEls also envisages the use of forms and
methods that have been tested through many years of practice. For example,
following the proclamation of Ukraine’s independence, such politicized forms of
student organization as units and squads were criticized and abandoned. This
negatively affected certain forms of ENW, such as «green» and «blue» patrols.
This effective form of ENW could have remained viable provided that its core
principles were preserved, and learners were granted broader initiative,
independence, and self-governance [11, p. 19].

An extremely effective form of ENW, with nearly half a century of history,
Is the organization of specialized camps based at enterprises and institutions. In
recent years, attempts have been made to extrapolate the experience of organizing
ecological camps analogous to the specialized and labor-and-recreation camps of
the Soviet period. In these camps, socially useful labor has been replaced by
scientific and organizational-mass activities. A notable example is the
organization of the ecological camp «Desnianski Zori» in the Sumy region, based
at the Desniansko-Starohutskyi National Nature Park, as well as the summer
biological school «Vakalivshchyna». Another relevant form of ENW
organization, which gained widespread popularity in the 1970s-1980s, is the
implementation of research projects commissioned by specialized scientific
institutions, natural science faculties of higher education institutions, and
participation in the development and implementation of environmental protection
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projects. In the process of reforming out-of-school education based on Ukrainian
national and civic identity, it is important to utilize the accumulated experience of
organizing and conducting national and regional competitions, relays, expe-
ditions, and campaigns. Considering the financial and economic consequences of
the war, it is necessary to intensify the participation of OEls in attracting extra-
budgetary funding through project activities, the provision of paid services, and
other mechanisms. Thus, support for out-of-school education at the national and
regional levels is a key prerequisite for its further development [14]. The
generalization of valuable experience of OEls and the creative application of
forms and methods of ENW organization, taking into account modern
requirements, will make it possible to reform the content foundations of
ecological-naturalistic out-of-school education.

Conclusions. The development of ENW in OEls is possible under the
conditions of comprehensive state support, improvement of the regulatory and
legal framework, stable funding, and the introduction of an educational standard
in this field. Important factors include enhancing the social status of pedagogical
staff, updating program and methodological support, creating a safe and inclusive
educational environment, and actively implementing innovative forms of activity
organization. The integration of out-of-school, general secondary, and vocational
education, along with the development of international cooperation and project-
based activities, will contribute to the formation of an environmentally conscious,
creative, and socially responsible individual. Systematic modernization of the
ecological-naturalistic direction is a key condition for the sustainable
development of Ukraine’s educational sector under modern conditions.
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